VISVESVARAYA

While entering on his teens he had a staightened time
and weathered- those years by a firm resolution, If he
would lock his teeth on a bit of conviction he would
carry it through hell and high wateis. The only good-
luck he ever had was the ability to overcome bad luck.
He began his life without a background of ^wealthy
uncles so his faculties came early into play. Soon there
was a break in the monotony of rural life. There was
the adventure of migrating on foot to Bangalore. It
is a pious article of belief that he fell unconscious on
the way and nursed back to life by a shepherd.

Fortunately a time-limit was set up to his derelict
misery. As his intellect and instinct tended to work
he was unable to tear himself from his books and
plunge into gaieties. He entered Central College,
Bangalore, where delights were in store for an already
passionate little Thinker. He was solitary by nature
and " wished all the people away." Here is the germ of
one of his strongest tmts^onellngss At times he was
obsassed with the gaunt nte*an3Travening hunger of
the masses and saw m himself their champion and
defender. He visited their dwellings not with a patro-
nising chafi but to gain heart-quickening experience.
There were no half-measures with him. As a rule ha
was abominably rude to defeatists. This qualify he has
not yet disowned.

In 1881 he was squeezed into something called a
graduate Dewan Rangacbarlu who was looking for
talent was ve^j^SS^dth him. He made haste to send
him as a state scholar to the Engineering College, Boona.
Vlsvesraraya had the competitive instinct and gradu-
ated L.CJE.^ obtaining the first rank. He began to go
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